
Pleasant Hillary Ledbetter was a Corporal with Co. F, 16th TN Infantry CSA.
He was 24-years-old when he joined the Confederacy in 1861. He was one of 952
men at Camp Trousdale, who were armed with flintlock muskets. It was not a
good experience for him. On the Soldiers Application for Pension, he filed on
November 20, 1899, he wrote, "I took cold on measles, which I had at Camp
Trousdale, which affects my throat and lungs badly. Freezing of my right foot
to the bone during the march to Huttonsville, Virginia in the winter of 1861
totally disabled [me] for a month or more, and bothered me thereafter at times.
[I was also] badly ruptured by said cough [from] straining." He said, "My throat
and lung trouble rendered me during the remainder of my service in the army.
For the last 25 years, I have been unable to do but little physical labor. The
disabilities are permanent." Cpl. Ledbetter was captured while on pickett duty
near Loudon, Tennessee. He was given a choice of either going to prison, or
taking the oath of allegience to the United States government. Being in bad
state of health, he chose to take the oath. His pension was denied.
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