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PREFACE.

This book was not written, prismarily, for the benefit of
the public, but as a loving tribute to a venerated father,
and for the pleasure amnd enconragement it may be to his
family. Many things might otherwise have been omitted
and others elaborated, but the authors have kept steadily
in view the objects sough to be attained.

It wakes no pretentions: if it meets the expectation and
approval of those who knew and loved him, it will have
achicved their fullest aspirations,

Nasuviree, (ctoler |, 180,



CIHHAPTER L.

The countey commonly called the
The Mountaln v utain District of Middle Ten-
District, sp s
nessee iy be sadd, in geperal terms,
to extend northeastwardly, between the Cwmberlawd
Mountains and the Combedand and Caney Fork Rivers,
from a line drawn lengthwise through the center of the
State, to the Kentueky line, embracing the countics of
Overton, White, Jackson. Potoam, Fentress, Clay and
Pickett. 1t is possibly the most imperfectly Known and
lenst appreciated portion of the State, owing to its in-
accessabality, the rest of the country being many vears
i advance of it in matter of teansportation.  T'he child
horn there fifty vears ago. was tanght 1o expect a il
road through the Mountain District before he reaclud
Iis majority, and in his turn beld ont the sone delusive
hope to his own children.  Many of its ambitious young
men sought honor and wealth in more inviting ficlds,
and those who remained, finding little opportunity for
individual enterprise and development, spent =ufficient
effort I acquiring a competeney, to have wade them
eminent in a wore favored conmmunity.  Still the coun-
try possessess greal natural sdvantages, especially 1o the
manufacturer, on account of its vast mineral deposits,
and unsurpassed water power, and will one day rach a
degree of prosperity for which life las hitherto been too
short 1o wait,
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The Mountain Disteict is distingnished as well for the

beauty and variety as for the bold and rogged characier
of itx topogrphical features. Ns towering hills wall
in picturesque coves; and its beawtiful valleys ane fur-
rowesd by impetuons streams, often forming magnilicent
cascades, Jike those on the Caney Fork, Calfkiller aml
Roaring  Rivers and  theie tribntaries, whose witter
powers cannot. o excellod,
In 1502, 1. A Michaux, the great
French natorali=1, after deseribing
the muny falls of Rearing River, following cach other
in rapid =uceession, amd making the confused noise that
stgrgeestod its nanmes the great weight of its banks, rising,
a2 he declares, from cighty to a hmndied feet: it im-
wiense caverns, souie of which were celebrated for the
dyvestone they contained: the large rvivalets that ter-
winated their windings ot itx steep lanks, whenee they
fell murmuring into its bed, forming beantiful cascudes,
several fathoms wide: the many varieties of trees amd
shrihs skirting its margin, especially the wild magnolin,
o celebrated for the heamy of its flower amd folinge,
declared that, Al these circmstances give the anks
of Roaring River a cool and pleasing aspect, which |
hive never witnessod before, on the lanks of other
rivers,”

It was on the Jwad waters of this heantiful steeam
that the “Long Hunters,” who spent eight or nine
wonths of the vears 13681770, in the Cumberland
Vallev, huried one of their party—the first white nan
killed in Middle "Tennessee. They had procecded down
the Cumberdand River from their cunp in Wayne
County, Kentucky, 1ill they reached Oleds River, whach

Roaring River.
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received its name from Obediah Terrill, a member of
their party. They then cune o Roaring Kiver, awd
while Inmting on Matthews Creek, one of its tributarics,
Robert Crockett was ambished and Kilked by o parcty of
seven or eight Indinns, who were teaveling North on the
war trace leading from the Cherokee vation towands the
Shawnee trilx,

Al the Mountain Distret was not
opened for settlement at the =one
time. By the traaty of Holston, n

Overton County
Established.

1290, the Dudian Boe wis asade to begin at a point on
Cumberland River, from which a southwest line woulld
strike the rvidge that divides the waters of Cumberkond
from theee of Duck Biver, forty miles above Nashville
This e mn two miles and a balf east of Livingston,
and divided the Mountain District into two almost egual
parts,  The west was open to settlement, but the st
was reserved 1o the Cherokee nation, and was commonly
called the wilderness.,

By an act of the General Assembly, in 1595, the line
of the Indian reservation wis made the castern boundary
of Summner County, whicl, in 1799, was reduced to its
constitutional limits, and the new countivs of Sith
and Wilson established ont of its eastern tervitory,  Fwo
vears later, Smith County was redoced, and the county
of Juckson envetled, extending to the wilderness. Dy
the treaty of Tellico, in 1305, the Indian title to the
wilderness was extinguished, and from that time the
whole of the Monntain District was open to settlement.

The next year Overton County was established. It
lay on both sides of the Indian line, and included, be-
silis its present himits, all of the counties of Fentress



S JEFFEKSON DILLARD GOODIFASTUKE,

and Picketts and parts of Clay, Putnam, Comberland,
Morgan and Scott, le was named for Judge John
Overton (1T66-1833), a mative of Vieginia, who carly
cinigrated (o Tennessee, and under appointment of the
Fegislature, negotied  the  compact with - North
Carolina, by which the State of Tennessce was anthor-
fed o perfect titles 1o lands neserved under the et of
vession, which hud just heen mtified by Congress, and
fimally =etthad the hot di=pnte between North Carolina,
Tenneszee and the United States, respecting the public
lands i this State. A this tine he was one of the
Judges of the Superior Conrt of Law amd Eqguiry, baving
been appointed in 1300, 10 611 the vacaney oceasioned
by the resigmation of Andrew Jackson,
From the best infornstion now o be
S G':::.:;'“" hadd, there appuars 10 laive heen =ix
’ brothers and  tao sislers.  ameiy,
James, Jolin, Abraham,  Tsane, Cornelins. Solomon.
Elizabeth and Martha Goodpeeture, who cmigrated [rom
the region of Wolf's THIL in Virginia, sometine in the
latter part of the cighteenth century,  They seem (o
have come first 1o Tennessee. whenoe most of then
moved to Kentneky, amd setthed near Owing=ville. in
Bath County.  Corneling died n that county, amd
Solomon volunteenad in the war of 1512, and was proba-
Wy Killedd, a5 he was never heand of afterwands.  Of the
two sisters, Elizabethy married and moved to Missouri.
and Martlia mised a family near Owingsville.  John did
not remain long in Kentuweky, but wovad to Warren
Connty, Ohio. Tsaac married and left ehildren, but
their location bs not known to the writer.  Abralam,
who s said to have reached Bath County about the year
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1395, made it his permanent howe. and became the an-
cextor of the lange and influentinl family of Good-
Jasturcs in and around Owingsville,

Jawes  Goodpasture. with - wlhose
family we are more imimately con-
cerned, wis well advapcad in vears when he came o
Teonessee.  His oldest =on. William, had already swar-
vied, and vemained in Virginia, where he has many
worthy descendantz,  He first located in the neighbor-
hood, as peighbors were then counted, of Southwest
Point. a Federal fort, at the junction of Clinel and
Holston Rivers. on the astern bonder of the Tndian
reservation.  The place wiss then in Knox County, alount
a mile from Kingston, now the connty site of Roane
Connty.  One of hiz last setz while a citizen of Knox
County was (o =ign a petition to the Legislature. prayving
the erection of g pew county.  As it is the only paper
to which the wrter bas found his mime artached, i s
hero given in full.

James Goodpasture,

“To the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee:

“We, the sulseribers, living in Knox County, below
the mouth of Turkey Creek, or north of Chnch, petition
that Kuox County may he divided, so as 10 Jeave the
=nne a constitutional connty, and that & nen connty be
formed, so as 10 contain therein a part of the tract of
country Iving between the river Holston and Clineh.
and above Southwest Point, and a part of that tract of
country lving north of Clineh, und we, as o doty boumd,
will ever pray, July 13, 17997

Thiz petition was signed in foir and legible hands, by
Jumes Goodpasture and Jno. Goodpaster, und by Jacob
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Cardenhive, John Gilliland, John Eldndge, James Cope-
i, and many others, who sfterwards became leading
citizens of Overton aml adjoining  comnties.  The
curions fact will be noted, that James spelled the finul
syllable of his name “ture,” whike lis son, John, spelled
i vten” Alterwands, Johu and all his fomily adopted
Bis father’s orthogeaphy, bt the descendants of his
unele, Abmbam, of Bath Connty, Kentueky, and per-
Baps other branches of the family. adhere to the Eoal
“ter” Swch sl ditferciscee an orthography is not re-
markable, Towever, in an age and conntry which took
such astonishing lherty with men’s naows a5 o call
Chapin, Chapel; Barksdale, Bascl; Christinn, Chrsty;
Chowning. Tunin: and Howanl, Hoard,

The General Assembly dud not grant
the prayer of the petitioness. DB,
n: we have seen, it established the new connty of Switiy
ont of the cistern territory of Sumner, extending to the

The Walton Road,

Jine of the Indian reservation, and the Goodpastures amd
some of their neighbors determined to move to this new
county, It Jay divectly across the wilderness from thar
hone near Sonthwest Point. There had Jong been a
traee nerass the wonntam from Southwest Pont to the
Camberdand settlements,  Fruncis Baily traveled i in
13006, and has left an interesting account of his jonmey,
Bt an the time the Goodpastares crossed the mountain
a wagon rad had Twen recently marked ont, under
anthority of the Generl Assembly, between Sonthwest
Point and the month of Caney Fork River, where Car-
thage was afterwands established.  Fhe work was the
enterprize of Capte William Walton (1360-1516), a native
of Birtie Connty, North Cavolina, who Jaul enlisted at
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the age of seventeen, as a private in the Revolutionary
war, and served till its close in 1783, coming out with
the rank of captain. He emigmted fo the Camberland
settlement in 1785, and located his military Jand war-
rant on the north bank of the Comberdand River, at its
confluence with Caney Fork, in 13586, The road, which
still bears his nmne, was abont a hundred miles in
length, and contained four “stands™ for the accommaoda-
tion of travelers.  Coming west, the first of these wis at
Kimbrough's, on the eastern foot of the mountain: the
second, at Crab Orchand, & once famons place on the
mountain platean, in Comberkind County: the thind, at
White Mains, in Putnaon Connty, on the western fool
of the mountain; and the fourth, near Pekin, also in
Putnam County,  The road was completed in 1801, In
the fall of 1802, Michaux writes of this road:

“The road that crosses this part of the Indian territory
cuts through the mountains in Comberland: it is as
broad and commadions as those in the environs of Phila-
delphia, in consequence of the amazing number of
emigranta that travel through it. to go and settle in the
western country, 1t ks, notwithstanding, in some places
very mugged, but nothing near =0 much as the one that
leads from Strasburg 1o Bodford in Pennsylvana,
About forty miles from Nashville we met an cmigrant
family in a carriage, followed by their negroes on fool,
that had performed their journey without aceident.
Little boards, painted black and mailed upon trees, in-
dicate to travelers the distance they have to go.”

In the year 1800, when the Goodpastures crossed the
wiliderness, the road was neither g0 good nor so safe ws
it was when Michanx truveled it although, even then, it
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wits ot considercd prisdent to travel it, except in partics,
on acconnt of roving bands of ludians, one of which he
met before he reached Sonthwest Point.

John Goodpasture first intended 10
setfle in Mickory  Valley, White
Connty, but the title to his Bad proving lad he located
on Buffale Creek, near the present village of Hillwn. in
Overton County,  There were then few settlers in this
soction of country.  His neancst neighbor, for a time,
was one Anderson, who lived cight milez distant, A
wittderng Indian was 2ometines secn. and a few haffalo
were =l to e fonmd. The conntry was wild and heau-
tful. s surface was rough and hroken, but the vallevs
were covercd with luxuriamt cane brakes, and the hifls
bore = abundantly the wild pea vine, that stock wounbd
fatten in the woods,  He did not have to fed his stock,
winter or summer.  Desides, there were the other two
important points always considered by the  pioneer.
mamely, wood and water. There was no finer timbered
country in the Mountain Distriet than the region aroumd
Hilham.  BufMalo Creek was & beantiful little stream,
fsd T many of the never failing springs, o much songht
after by the fiest settlers, It should be remembered that
the river bottoms were quite unhealthy when the coun-
try wis new, and for this nason the ploncers were
deterred from oceupying them,

Not long after the immigration of the Goodpastures,
came also William Bryvan, a native of Virginia, whe,
with his fawily, settled at the Hinnn Allen place, on
Flat Creek, in the sae neighborhood.  Here, in 1803,
Jolin Goodpasture was married to his daughter, Margery.
They began life poor, but by industry and economy they

John Goodpanture.,
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were enabled to make a comfortable living, and 1o give
each of their ehildren o common =chool education, such
as the conntey afforded.  They rmised a family of fifteen
childven, fourteen of their own, amd a nephew, Jefferson,
the son of James Goodpasture, deccased. all of whom
survived them. except Andrew. who died in the State of
Hlionis after he had veached his wajority, and left the
parental roof.  They had fiest lived in a log cabin, sueh
s was common among pioneers, it in 1304, Mr, Goad-
pasture built a two story. weatherboanded. hiewn boge
house, with a kitehen in the rear, connected with the
wain part of the house by an enclosed hallway, which
served them a= o dining mom.  In this house they lived,
withent intermission, from that time until their deaths,
which both occurned in 1564,

Vhain and wnpretentions as it wias this humble duell-
ing saw more of the bright sunshine of a happy lome.
aml less of the dark shadows of sorrow amd distres=, than
ARy wore impesing straciines—even of the prosent
day,  Under o ool seven littde boys and seven lirtle
wirls were lomn into the workl,  Never inowant and
never idle, the vears wolled on, and they grew to be
seven honest, selfsupporiing, Christian men, and seven
virtuous, domestie, pions wonwen.  There waz never a
death in that old hovse from the day it was built antl
the master and mistress, whom it had shelterad for iy
vears, in ripe old age—eighty-six and seveniy-nine—
within two menths of ench other, were gutherald 1o theiv
fathers. and left it tenantless: for no one of the ifteen
children any longer called it howe.

John Goodpasture was a man of strong, positive clar-
acter,  Firm and just, he was a1 the same time =6 con-
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servittive aned Tiberal that be never had o lawsuit in his
e, and maintained at all times the ntmost respect and
confidence of hiz neighbors, among whom he was re-
wandedl ws o leader. For hall a century, he took two
newspapers—a political paper supporting the  Demo-
eratic party, with which he always afliliated, and the
organ of the Cromberland Preshyterian Chureh, of which.
for fifty-five years, he was a member.  Temperate in all
things=. he never nsed tolacce in any form, and for the
fast fifty vears of his life totally alstoined from intoxi-
cants.  Hegular and domestic i hi= habits and taste,
he never spent bt cight nights from home after his
marriage,  Faithfol to his pnblic dutics. he voted at
every election held in his district.  And with a powerful
constitution and an orderls maner of Life, he never had
w serions spell of sekness, except that of which he diwl.



