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Pension application of John Calhoun W9777 Violet fn32SC
Transcribed by Will Graves 5/20/11

[Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database. Where the meaning is not
compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes. Blanks
appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates
that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me. Only materials pertinent to the
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application,
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted. I use
speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions. Such software misinterprets my
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all
misinterpretations. Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than
words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786." Please call errors or omissions to my attention.]

[NOTE: This file contains no application. The contents of whatever documentation was filed is
reflected in the following summary from the Congressional Record:

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/
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'rho committee find the most ampltt proof of the service Qf UaptaiR Cal-

houn in the revolutionary war, by a transcript from the comptroller gen­
eral's office of the State of Sonth Carolina, which is herewith submitted. h 
shows several years' service, first as a private, then ns a lieutenant, aud, 
lastly, as a captain for the period of 430 days. 

Captuio Calhoun was wounded in the service, and received n pension 
from tho United States, commencing in the year 18l l. (Sec Acts of Con-
gress, vol. 4, p. 355.) t.o A 1 • '• ~ • " · 

ThP. committee hnve no doubt of her marriage as she states, and deem 
it proved ns fully o.s such cases, after so great n lapse of time, can be made out. 
Hor son (John Gaw) by n. former husband, who was four yelll8 old when 
the alleged marriage took place, prove• that tbey lived togocbor ll8 busbaad 
and wife from that time till 1823, and that they were always reputed to be 
buaband and wife. The Boo. William P. Bryant gives a certificate of the 
good character of Gaw, aa a mao of perfect vora.city. 

Letters of ndminietration were granted to her on his estate, after his death, 
a copy of which ia before the committee. 

A letter of General Dill (now deceased) is fonnd amon~ the papers in her 
poss888ion, showing that she became the depositary of h1s papers at his de­
cease. Indeed, the committee consider that to reJect such evidence as io­
autliclent to prove tho marriage, would, in addition to refustng to give the 
applicant the bttnefit of the munificence of the Government in similar C8l88 
bestowed, reflect a disgrace upon the memory of a gallant officer, who, it 
would be implied, after he had foughl throngh the Revolution( and carried 
ita scars on his body, had spent the remainder of his life in dis 1onor. The 
committee report a bill in Co.vor of the application. 
Blair & RiYes, pthll. . 

2 Rep. No. 219. 

CoMPt-RoLLER GsNsa.u's Owacs, 
Columbia, (S'. c.,) Pel>ruary 22, 1844. 

S1R : Your communication of the 17th instnnt is to hnnd ; lllld, in com· ' 
pliance with your request, 1 have examined the records in this office, and 
subjoin n copy of all that relntes to the cruJe of i\1 r. John Cnlhoun. 

Your obedient servant, 
I. LAVAL. 

Hon. J. A. Wa1oRT. 

Stal~•t. 

Indent Book K, No. 246.- Issued lllh January, 17861 to Mr. John Col· 
houn. for one hundred nnd one pounds eight shillin~ nnd sixpence sterling, 
for militia duty u a private horaemanjo 1181 and 1782; a.lao for tbue"ice 
of a wagon in 1780 and 1182, per account audited No. 19.-£101 S.. 6il. 

Indent Book R, No. 646.-Issued 17th Jun'i 1186, to Mr. John CnJhoun, 
for three hundred and twenty-one pounds nmeteen shillings and three. 
pence fnrthing sterling, for duty as a private, lieutenant, and copt.ain, nod 
for two horses lost, per account audited, No. lB.-Principal, £321 19s. 3!d·i 
nnnual interest, £22 10•. Sd. 

Account No. 18.-Jobn Calhoun, his nr.count of duty in the militia, as 
private, li:eutenant, nnd coptnin, performed nltoruntely from 1780 to 178~, 
anclusive, and for two horses lost in service in 1780 and 1781 ; nlso for 
cnsb. ndvouced by him for tho cure of his wounds : the whole amounting 
tO, VIZ: 

- •••n "' n t 



[Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $600 per annum commencing March 4th, 1836
and ending July 7, 1844 for her said husband's service as a Captain in the South Carolina
Dragoons.]


